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“Kindergarten and

0665  Altavilla Elisabetta Terragni 2007  meecw
Vicentina, Elementary School EDL Ry !
Italy

0666 Bassano Nardini Performance Massimiliano Fuksas 2004 0851 COM
del Grappa, and Research Centre Architetto COM Italy
Italy
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0665 The schoo! building sits at t
1ak hill on the outskints of Al
na, a small town southwest of Vicenza
In nortnam Raly. In addition to classrooms
for students of a kindergarten and a
primary schoot, the buikiing accamme
a gymnasium and a community audstarium,
Surrounded mastly by single houses, the
ischool stands cut both in ferms of its form
iand fts size. The one-storey struciure, a long
and flat block 96 m (315 ft) in lenath, spreads
over grasey terrain. A basement bevel is
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0666 Bassano del Grappa ls a middle-
\sized town in the Vensto region, which is
farnous for the production ppa.
Located in a fiat nural area south of the city,
the Mardini Parformance Centra provides an
auditarium &= well as ressarch spaces fo
complement the adjacent distilary. The
bwilding has a basement. first and second
floor but ne ground floos. Twe transpanent
bubble-lke volumes appear to hover over
@ il ch of water, Rough concrete walls
frame grassy sleps which lead down to full-
height glass doors under a deep prosecting
py. Inside, a woaden arena for 100
2 faces the entrance, Hidden behind
this ars dluminated glass stairs which
Introduce a change in matésials while moving
up o the offices and laboratories, Visitors
the ground fioor - &
shallow siretch of water rallecting the slender
slanting columns that support the bubbia-like
wolumes. & sianting Bt supparts the whola
siructure and connects all flocrs
a curved steel rib superstructure on H-beams
is coverad by glags panes, The g ] s
point-supported by roundad joints which
absorb the iolerances of bath structurs and
glass. A comples heating and costing system
supplied by water from a nearby weall ensures
comfortable emperatures, The rounded
wolumas show a slightly grean ting, resulfing
from the laminated glass blocking heat:
prad i3 infrared rays. Al night, skylights
In the watar-concrete caling of the basement
illuminate the structuras fram banaath

eross what wiould &

airs,

1 Aerial view

2 Bagement entrance

3 Bridge at basemeant level

4 Interior showing vartical circulation
& Section through buikiing
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buried under half the floor space of the
ground fioar. In plan, the claarly
divided into three parts. The double-height -
and shared - spaces of theaire and

< of glasstooms. one at sach end of
tha buikding, The thaatra's conical shape
reas from the basement inta the foyar on the
ground floor. On top, an elevated play and
study plattonm for the children was created
Aramp and a fight of stairs fallow the curve of
the red coloured pot connecting the entrance

leved with the theatre. Tha gymnasium is
accessad separately va a ramp leading
direcily down to the botiom of the two-storey
space. All CASSIOGMS have Acoess o
Indivichual patio e fromm the outsids by
movable metal mesh sunscreens. The whole
structure is held together. both epatially and
structurally, by the massive concrate slabs
of the floars and ceilings. These and other
surfaces are elther hekd in Ight grey or

ara brightly coloured, craating a joyful et
calm atmosphera = n contrast with the

B

building — and turning its interdar into

world ofits own
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Extaror view from east

Theatre interiar

Lawatory interior

Velumes of thaatre visible in foyer
=1 through buiding
Ground-floor plan
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elghteanth-century Magalare cemetery In
Woghera, A large three-sided courtyard
‘building serves as the new main entrance to
the camatery complex without replacing the
exizting entrance The fhree courtyard-facing
facades, separated from the courtyard by a
moat of water, are built from exposed red
brick and desplay white stone plagues
larranged in a regular grid of five rows, each
carvad with an idanfical cross in its centre
These represent the 4,000 tombs which are
arranged beyond the facades over three
leaels jone below ground, two above), Each
(of the three courtyard walls = interrupted by
an iron gate with a copper-gresn paint finish,
Thase lead to-a coverad gallary which
|provides access to individual tombs. The
ciabery ls characterised by a salemn and
reserved palette of materals: the same red
lbrick In the courtyard is used for the walls,
land floars are made fram whits Vicanza
\stone. The first fioor is naturaly Iit by
(skytights and vanbilated by small openings

in the brick wall, visible in the courtyard
facades. Around this structure. a waed of
cypresses has besn plantad in a regular
pattern. undemeath which are bunal tombs
marked with brick edifices and white
Vicenza stone tombstones. To the northwest
\of ihe courtyard sits the ossuary, shaped
ik & large portal It s divided (nto five
sections over two floors and contains rooms
for indivicual unal
by skylights and small gaps in the walls,

1 View of central courtyard

2 Detall of white stone plagues
13 lron gate in & courtyard wall
4 Site plan
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Coma profits from the proximity to Milano as |
wiell as from a Mediterranean landscape and
climate. In winter frosts; kemon trees and
simiar vegetation raquirs the sheftar of
conservatones, This greenhouss, attached to]
avilla ovarlaoking the lake, nastlas on the |
slope betwesn retaining walks of kocal rubble |
|

stone, abtamning the nght exposuns to
sunlight while pratecting the cirus trees from
wind and froet. The ferraced plot forces the
building on to a narrow and lang trapezium-
shaped footprint, In the rear, atrough
assures proper drainage and sliding panes
of polycarbonate help cakbrate hest
convaction. The mof iz glared with tempered
glass panes, which are slightly tited towards
the back and the drainage arsa. The antise
structure is framed with T-saction structural
Iran, custam assembled. Al steal profiles ars
brushed to produce matie and asmaath
surfaces, complemanting the misty textire
of the palycarbonate. The overall effect is
one of extrems Bghiness and uncbinsive
pressnce in the landscepe, To achievs thia

. the paviiion's parts needed to be

minirmizad. while promising an sxtended
litezpan. In the moming mest, the greenhiouss
seams to hover above the brown soil: in the
miciday heat, it disappears from view,; and
when tha sinking sun casts deep shadows,

It momantarily foaks lika a sold bulding

e Icaking north

Grasnhouse on rarrow ledge
Titted rocf of glazed panes
Sliding panels, seen from Inside
Detail of imestons walls

Floor plan
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